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o D W P  Carer’s Allowance

o Scottish Government’s Young Carer Grant

o  

o Carer Support Plan

o 

https://www.gov.uk/carers-allowance
https://www.gov.scot/news/new-benefit-for-young-carers/
https://www.fifeyoungcarers.co.uk/statements/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/carers-charter/pages/3/
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https://www.napier.ac.uk/study-with-us/bursaries
mailto:p.tormey@napier.ac.uk
mailto:studentfunding@napier.ac.uk
mailto:p.tormey@napier.ac.uk
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https://my.napier.ac.uk/Pages/Home.aspx
mailto:k.head@napier.ac.uk
https://bit.ly/3axT99o
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https://carers.org/our-work-in-scotland/support-services
https://www.vocal.org.uk/
https://www.youngcarers.org.uk/
https://www.broomhousecentre.org.uk/our-projects/young-carers/
https://www.broomhousecentre.org.uk/our-projects/young-carers/
https://www.fifeyoungcarers.co.uk/
https://carers-westlothian.com/contact/
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Figure 1. Self-declared student carers by University school for the academic year 2019/20. Data collected at student enrolment 

(n=101*) (* not displayed is one student studying an online degree programme). 
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Figure 2. Self-declared student carers by age for the academic year 2019/20. Data collected at student enrolment (n=102). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

16-18 18-20 21-25 26-30 31-40 41-50 51+

N
u

m
b

er

Age Bands

Student Carers by Age



 
13 

 

 
Figure 3. Self-declared student carers by academic year of entry for the academic year 2019/20. Data collected at student 

enrolment (n=101*) (* not displayed is one student studying an online degree programme). 

 

 

 
Figure 4. Self-declared student carers by gender for the academic year 2019/20. Data collected at student enrolment (n=102). 
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mailto:k.head@napier.ac.uk
mailto:k.head@napier.ac.uk
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https://carers.org/going-higher-scotland
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2016/9/contents/enacted
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20215/health_and_social_care/1014/edinburgh_joint_carers_strategy
https://staff.napier.ac.uk/services/principal/strategy2020/Pages/Strategy-2020.aspx
https://www.napier.ac.uk/study-with-us/undergraduate/how-to-apply/understanding-our-entry-requirements
https://www.napier.ac.uk/about-us/university-governance/equality-and-diversity-information
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/funding/outcome-agreements/outcome-agreements.aspx
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0047/00473691.pdf
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Edinburgh Napier University  
Policy for Contextual Admissions  
 

1.0 Background  
 

Edinburgh Napier University is committed to admitting students who have the potential to succeed and benefit from our programmes of 
study. We believe that a diverse student body makes for a more interesting and dynamic learning environment and brings benefits to our 
student population as a whole.  However, we also recognise that student learner journeys differ considerably, as does the level of support, 
advice and guidance available to students. Implementation of a contextual admissions policy aims to take account of these differences in 
backgrounds, thereby acknowledging the context in which a student has achieved his/her academic grades.  
 
Whilst academic grades remain the primary tool in assessing academic ability, there is increasing evidence across the sector13 that 
Universities should consider more than academic achievement alone when making admissions decisions.   
 
The University already gives additional consideration to applicants who apply via the Lothian Equal Access Programme for Schools 
(LEAPS), the Scottish Wider Access Programme (SWAP), or those who have spent time in care or is a young carer. The implementation 
of a contextual admissions policy represents further development of the University’s commitment to widening access.  
 

2.0 Contextual Factors  
 
2.1 Offer Making  
 
In addition to considering an applicant’s academic achievement, the University will consider contextual data when making admissions 
decisions. Where possible, we will make an offer of admission, or offer an interview, audition or portfolio review, to Scottish-domiciled 
students14 who have one or more of the following contextual identifiers: 
 

1. Applicants who have been in care  

                                                
13 Supporting Professionalism in Admissions ‘Contextualised Admissions : Examining the Evidence’ July 2013 
14 Currently living in Scotland  



 
20 

 

2. Applicants who are young carers - young adult carers are young people aged 16–25 who care, unpaid, for a family member or 
friend with an illness or disability, mental health condition or an addiction 

3. Applicants who have been identified as LEAPS eligible  
4. Applicants applying via a SWAP route  
5. Applicants who have attended a school which has a low number of students progressing to Higher Education (SHEP Schools15) 
6. Applicants who have Government-recognised refugee or asylum status 
7. Applicants who live in an area of high deprivation (MD2016) 

 
In line with our current procedures we will continue to review applications on an individual basis with reference to the academic grades 
(achieved and predicted), personal statement and academic reference. Applicants are required to demonstrate via their UCAS application, 
their interest in and commitment to, their chosen subject of study. This is particularly important for those subject areas which involve an 
interview, audition or portfolio review as part of the admissions process.  
 
We will also continue to consider, individually, applicants who have a declared disability and those who have had to deal with adverse 
personal circumstances17 which have had an impact on academic progression. Please refer to the University Admissions Policy and the 
Policy for Applicants with Declared Disabilities for further information.  
 
2.2 Minimum Offer Requirements 
 
Where an offer of admission is able to be made to contextual applicants, these offers will be set at a ‘minimum’ level for Year 1 entry.  
 
Minimum offer entry grades are listed within the entry requirements section of the course information pages on our website. Where the 
entry requirements include a required subject, this subject must still be achieved at the minimum requirement set out in our published 
entry requirements.   
 

                                                
15 The SFC funded Schools for Higher Education Programme (SHEP), has identified 80 schools as having a low number of students progressing to Higher Education 
(defined as a less than 22% average progression rate to HE, based on 5-year average).  The list of SHEP schools is updated annually and LEAPS Group 1 Schools 
are included in this list  
16 As defined by the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation, applicants who have a home postcode in any of the 20% most deprived areas of Scotland (MD20)   
17 For example, where an applicant has suffered a bereavement, individual ill health, ill health of a close family member or where there has been serious disruption to 
their education.  Circumstances are considered on an individual basis. 
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For contextual offer holders we will ‘double count’ Highers and Advanced Highers when calculating a student’s achievement. A student 
must however by the point of entry have achieved passes in a minimum of three different subjects to qualify for entry. 

 
Passes for the purposes of admission are Higher Grade C or Advanced Higher Grade D or better.  
 
2.3 Confirmation of Results  

 
On confirmation of results from applicants, final admissions decisions will be made on an individual basis, taking into consideration grades 
achieved, alongside any contextual factors.  
 
2.4  Operation of Contextual Admissions  
 
Admissions decision-making continues to be carried out on an individual basis with reference to the applicant’s achievements. The 
operation of a contextual admissions process does not change this – applicants are still expected to demonstrate an aptitude for, and 
interest in their chosen subject area.  
 
3.0 Review and Monitoring  
 
It is neither in the University or applicant interest to admit students who may struggle to complete their degree studies. As a result, the 
University will closely monitor those students who have been admitted on the basis of contextual factors. This tracking data will be used to 
inform and where appropriate to guide any revisions to this policy.  
 
4.0 Support for Applicants 
 
As is currently the case, the University will continue to offer a wide-range of student support services, such as student mentoring and 
academic skills workshops, to help ease the transition to University study. Full details can be obtained by emailing Student Learning.  
 
5.0 Additional Information  

 
For further information relating to admission to the University please refer to the University’s Admissions Policy and to the University’s 
Curriculum for Excellence Statement (SQA candidates). 

mailto:sar@napier.ac.uk

