DBA Research Proposal Template
Guidance Note
This template is based on the requirements set by the Edinburgh Napier University for a DBA Research Proposal. The expected total length is typically 1500 to 2000 words (excluding the provisional timeline and references). The suggested word counts below are for guidance to help structure your response.

1. Candidate and Project Details
	Field
	Required Information

	Candidate Name
	[Your Full Name]

	Working Title
	[A clear, succinct title, including key words. This is not necessarily the final title.]

	Proposed Discipline(s)
	[e.g., Management, Finance, Human Resource Management, Marketing, Tourism, Supply Chain, Law, Enterprise, Int. Cultural Communication]

	Date of Submission
	[dd/mm/yyyy]

	Word Count (Excluding Timeline & References)
	[Insert Word Count]



2. Research Proposal Sections
2.1. Working Title
[The proposed title of your DBA project. Ensure key words are included.]

2.2. General Overview and Rationale (Indicative Word Count: 100–200 words)
[A brief section introducing the subject area and the professional/organisational context. Briefly explain why this research is important and how it fits into the proposed academic discipline(s). You must highlight the work-based problem you intend to explore.]


2.3. Review of Relevant Literature and Originality (Indicative Word Count: 400–600 words)
[Demonstrate your awareness of the important issues, themes, and debates in the field. Refer to key texts, academic literature, and briefly show their relevance to your research area, summarising what has been done previously.
Crucially for a DBA: Explicitly state how your proposed research is original and has not been covered before, justifying its significance to both academic thinking and your professional practice/organisation.]



2.4. Key Research Questions, Aims, and Objectives (Indicative Word Count: 100–150 words)
[Clearly state the specific questions your research aims to answer. These should be focused and achievable. If appropriate, formulate a testable hypothesis. Be realistic about the scope of your goals.]
Aims:
· [Aim: Start with an active verb (e.g., To investigate...)]

Research Questions / Objective/ Hypothesis:
· [Research Question 1: How does...]
· [Research Question 2: What impact does...]
· [Hypothesis (if applicable): It is hypothesised that...]

2.5. Methodology (Indicative Word Count: 400–600 words)
[Describe in detail how you plan to conduct the research. Cover the following:
· Approach: (e.g., Qualitative, Quantitative, or Mixed Methods?)
· Specific Methods: (e.g., surveys, interviews, case study, action research, statistical analysis, etc.)
· Data/Source Material: (What data will you use, and where will you access it from? e.g., company records, primary interviews with staff, public data sets, etc.)
· Justification: Explain why the chosen methods are the most appropriate for answering your research questions and why alternative methods were discounted.]


2.6. Expected Results and Impact (Indicative Word Count: 200–300 words)
[Explain the kinds of results you hope to achieve (e.g., a new framework, a greater understanding of a specific process, a validated model). Articulate the potential impact and significance of your findings on:
· The subject area/academic field.
· Your professional practice or organisation (the application of the research).]




3. Provisional Timescale (Gantt Chart Recommended)
[Provide a provisional, realistic timeline for your research project: DBA 3 years. This section is not included in the word count. Use a table format as shown below:]
	Task
	Start Date (Month/Year)
	End Date (Month/Year)
	Notes

	Initial Literature Review & Proposal Refinement
	[Month/Year]
	[Month/Year]
	

	Ethics Approval Submission
	[Month/Year]
	[Month/Year]
	

	Data Collection (Phase 1)
	[Month/Year]
	[Month/Year]
	

	Data Collection (Phase 2)
	[Month/Year]
	[Month/Year]
	

	Data Analysis
	[Month/Year]
	[Month/Year]
	

	Drafting of Chapters/Thesis
	[Month/Year]
	[Month/Year]
	

	Final Submission & Viva Preparation
	[Month/Year]
	[Month/Year]
	



4. References
[Include a list of all key texts and sources referred to in your proposal. This section is not included in the word count. Use a referencing system.] 


Important Considerations (Self-Check)
Before submitting, review your proposal against these key points:
· Scope: Is the research question achievable within the timeframe?
· Clarity: Is the proposal defined and not vague?
· Passion & Relevance: Are you genuinely interested in the topic, and does it have clear relevance to your professional practice?

