
Reading Lists at 
Edinburgh Napier University

Who, Where, What, How, & Why



Who I am

LAURA ENNIS
Information Services Advisor
for School of Applied Sciences
and Professional Services Staff

Sighthill Campus

http://readinglists.napier.ac.uk

@EdNapLib     @004dot678



Where I’m from
• 13,000 domestic students
• 4,500 transnational students
• 1,300 online students
• 1,900 staff
• 3,000 modules
• 6 schools
• 3 campuses
• Alma, Primo, CampusM
• Xxxxx records in Alma
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How we did it

@EdNapLib     @004dot678

What happened

What we had & what we did

What we learned & what we’ll do next

Why we did it



What we had

• No clear system
• Out of date, or only indicative 
• Inaccessible to Library staff
• No consistency
• Potential copyright infringement (!)
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What did we want instead?
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What we did: Leganto
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What happened: Interconnectivity

• Collection-level information 
from ALMA

• Article-level information from 
PRIMO

• Recommendations, other 
editions and formats

• Integrated workflows for 
purchasing and digitisation

• Single Sign On
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What happened: Consistency
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What happened: Process improvement

Item Added to 
Reading List

Consolidated with 
Catalogue Entry

Becomes Visible 
on List

Converted to 
Basic Acquisitions 

Info

Purchase Order 
Raised
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*possible live demonstration
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What happened: Quality

Required as part of approval process for new modules
Required as part of review process for existing modules
All Reading Lists are now visible to the public*
Added to our Moodle Minimum Standards
Students are engaging!
Staff academic practice is still variable
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What happened: Unexpected communities

leganto@exlibrisusers.org

lis-exlibris-leganto@jiscmail.ac.uk
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What we learned

• You can never consult too widely
• Connected systems sometimes results in connected problems
• Consider the training needs of everyone
• Documentation is important
• Not all modules use or need a Reading List
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What we will do next

• Target modules that are part of 
our international programmes

• Explore the use of additional 
widgets in Moodle

• Add the LTI integration to our 
Moodle Minimum Standards

• More training for our Library 
staff
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How we did it: Planning

• Two Schools participated in a ‘soft launch’ in January 2017
• Reading Lists were created and loaded one month prior
• Launched University-wide in September 2017
• Scaffold help and support from across Information Service
• Communications plan developed in advance
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How we did it: Communication

@EdNapLib     @004dot678



How we did it: Project Team
• VLE Developer (Moodle)
• Systems Administrator
• Student Systems Officer
• Liaison Librarians
• Acquisitions Staff
• Campus Support Manager
• Information Operations Assistants

• Friendly Lecturers as Early Adopters
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Why we did it: Library staff

“Library staff are being asked to do more with less these days. We’re 
also being encourage to increase our ‘visibility’ and to collaborate 
more. As an example, Reading Lists are a great way for us to achieve 
all of this. They help us to be more noticeably involved in the 
academic process alongside lecturers and students.”

“It’s helping us to be more efficient.”
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Why we did it: Students & Lecturers

Students
“Highly beneficial… Mainly 
because of the ease of accessing 
core material. From a 4th year 
perspective this is very useful.“

“By streamlining the process it 
could result in more students 
engaging with the material rather 
than just lecture slides.”

Lecturers
“Leganto is super easy to use 
(even as a non-techy person!) and 
(fingers crossed) the students will 
read more as it is making 
resources more accessible.”

“It's very easy to use and update 
as teaching develops during a 
trimester.”
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Questions for you

• What do reading lists at your library look like?

• Would you have done anything differently?
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