
Minutes of discussion on the future of COST Action FP1105 held in 
Thessaloniki on the 12th of October 2014. 
 
Minutes prepared by Philip Turner 
 
The following notes summarize the outcome of a cross working group discussion 
held on day 2 of the COST Action FP1105 workshop held in Thessaloniki.  The 
objective of the discussion was to identify concerns about the current focus of 
the Action and/or to identify any new areas of focus, which we should be 
considering.  An example of earlier concerns expressed was that on the one hand 
the Action was too multidisciplinary.  However, other participants expressed the 
view that they liked its multidisciplinary nature. 
 
Outcomes of the discussion. 
 

1. It was agreed that one of the activities that we should begin to focus on 
was the development of a COST Action publication.  This forms part of the 
promised milestones of the Action agreed in the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU).  There was consensus that we should publish the 
work in the form of a special issue within a peer-reviewed journal.  
Papers would be welcome from any participants that clearly contribute to 
the objectives of the Action as defined in the MOU.  Papers could be 
research articles or review papers covering specific areas of interest 
relating to the Action: 

• Participants to nominate journals for consideration.  Suggestions 
to date include Holzforschung, Sustainable Chemistry and 
Engineering and Bio Macromolecules. Journal nominations by end 
Jan 2015) 

• To agree an editorial team (nominations and/or volunteers 
requested by end Jan 2015). 

2. A discussion was held around the format of future workshops.  It was 
agreed that in future we would have a slightly different format with three 
types of presentation.  These would include a small number of invited 
keynote presentations (total time 30 mins), Research papers (total time 
20 mins) and poster presentations (total time 5 mins).  It was agreed that 
for research papers and poster presentations a call would be sent out for 
abstracts prior to each workshop.  Participants submitting abstracts 
would be requested to clearly indicate if they preferred to present a 
research paper or poster.  The core group would have the final decision 
on the format for each submission. 

3. Workshop focus:  There was discussion about how we could add focus to 
specific workshops.  It became clear that there were two opposing views.  
One that we should have a clear focus at each workshop (e.g. a meeting on 
Metrology i.e. around measurement).  The second that we should keep the 
workshops multidisciplinary.  It was agreed that since the original remit 
of the Action was multidisciplinary then we should keep this fundamental 
character.  However, there was no reason why we couldn't have keynote 
presentations at each workshop on a specific area of focus, but perhaps 
limited to one morning.  Action:  participants to indicate keynote 



speakers that they would like to cover any specific areas of interest with a 
focus on areas where there are gaps in our knowledge. Any nominations 
by end January 2014. 

4. It was requested that in future workshops that posters be put up at the 
beginning of the meeting  

5. It was proposed for working group 2 that although it would continue to 
consider issues relating to the initial remit (i.e. broad), it would be 
beneficial to try and focus energies on breakdown of pulps to chemical 
constituents using different methods. 

6. It was concluded from the level of participation in the discussion that 
most people are happy with the overall trajectory of the Action and that 
active participation in discussions around the future of the Action would 
not be necessary (or be particularly useful) in future meetings.  i.e. future 
workshops should focus on technical/research presentations. 

7. There was a suggestion that we try and harmonize “methods” across the 
Action as much as is possible.  Action:  Suggestions from participants as 
to how this could be done by end Jan 2015. 

8. There was a suggestion that some of the technologies/ideas captured in 
the website be translated into other EU languages.  Action: volunteers to 
translate from English into different languages. 

9. Discussions around future workshops were held.  The next workshop 
location was confirmed as San Sebastian in May 2015 followed by Zurich 
in September 2014 (dates possible August 31st to Sept 2nd) and Helsinki in 
January 2016. 

10. There was consensus that the final workshop should be around 
dissemination of ideas and knowledge to industry as much as possible.  
An alternative suggestion was that we try and arrange an industry 
conference specifically if we can get additional funding for this from the 
COST office.  Action:  P Turner to examine this as an option. 

11. Participants were reminded about funding available for 2 Training 
schools. One from between now and May 2015 and a second from July 
2015 to March 2016.  One idea tabled for a training school in surface 
chemistry, covering thin film technologies at Alto University, Helsinki. 
Action: Proposals for training schools to be submitted by participants by 
end January 2015. Decision by end Feb 2015 for this financial years 
training school. 

 


